
Presenting all kinds of styles from 
different periods, the Portuguese 
heritage takes you on a thrilling 
journey through the country’s rich 
past.
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Parque Nacional da Serra de Aires e dos Candeeiros 

Many thousands of years ago, 
dinosaurs dwelt on Portugal’s 
west coast. Several traces of their 
presence have survived to the 
present day, including a great rarity: 
a concentration of 180 carnivorous 
dinosaur eggs, the second largest 
nest of this kind in the world and the 
only one containing embryos. Find out 
all about this history at the Lourinhã 
Municipal Museum and see some 
real dinosaur footprints at Pedreira 
do Galinha, in the Serra de Aires  
e dos Candeeiros Natural Park.

In the Vale do Côa Archaeological 
Park, you will find the world’s largest 
open-air museum of Palaeolithic art, 
with rock carvings from 25 thousand 
years ago, as well as paintings from 
recent prehistory and even from the 
Iron Age. These ancestral creations 
have been classified as World 
Heritage.
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In the Évora region, you will find 
an interesting series of examples 
of megalithic art: the Cromeleque 
do Xerez and the Cromoleque dos 
Almendres, as well as the Anta Grande 
do Zambujeiro. Remains of pre-Roman 
fortified settlements can also be found 
all over the country, with the most 
notable example being Citânia de 
Briteiros, in the Guimarães region.

Anta Grande, Moura © ARTA

Citania de Briteiros © Arquivo Turismo de Portugal

Cromeleques dos Almendres, Évora © João Paulo
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The Romans left behind a valuable 
legacy in Portugal, not only examples  
of their art and culture, but also of their 
engineering and architecture. Besides 
all the bridges, roads, villas, temples 
and baths that are to be found all over 
the country, make sure to visit the ruins 
of Conímbriga and Miróbriga and the 
Roman Temple in Évora. 

Templo Romano de Évora © João Paulo

Conímbriga © Sebastião da Fonseca
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The Arab culture left distinct influences 
on the Portuguese language, art and 
traditional crafts, these being most 
notable in the south of the country.  
At the castles of Alcácer do Sal, Silves 
and Mértola, you will certainly learn  
a little more about this people. 

Igreja Matriz de Mértola © José Manuel

Alcácer do Sal @ Arquivo Turismo de Portugal

Museu Arqueologico de Silves © António Sacchetti
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The time when the first kings of Portugal 
reigned was also the period when many 
cathedrals were built. The one at Braga 
is the oldest, but you will also find unique 
examples of cathedral architecture in 
Porto, Coimbra, Viseu, Guarda, Lisbon, 
Évora and Silves, to mention just a 
few of the treasures of the Portuguese 
religious heritage.

Sé da Guarda © Sebastião da Fonseca

Sé de Lisboa © António Sacchetti

Sé de Évora © Arquivo Turismo de Portugal
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It was in the 12th century, in 1143, 
that Portugal first came into being 
as a nation, and in order to ensure 
its protection and conquer more 
territory many castles and fortresses 
were built, thereby guaranteeing the 
country’s sovereignty. Begin your 
explorations at what has become 
known as the “cradle of the nation”: the 
imposing castle at Guimarães. Head 
southwards to discover the fortresses 
of Óbidos and Almourol, the latter 
being a Templar castle built in the 
very middle of the River Tagus. If you 
prefer, the line that marks the border 
between Portugal and neighbouring 
Spain is a good guide for finding 
defensive castles such as the ones at 
Bragança, Almeida, Marvão or Elvas.

Castelo de Guimarães © João Paulo Castelo de Óbidos © Rui Cunha Castelo de Marvão © José Manuel
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Along the so-called “Route of the 
Jewish quarters”, we have preserved 
an important testimony to the former 
Sephardic communities that settled  
in Portugal, with the old Jewish quarters  
of Belmonte and Castelo de Vide being 
two of the finest examples, as well as the 
references that you’ll find in many places 
in the Serra da Estrela region and in 
Tomar.

Castelo de Vide © João Paulo Sinagoga de Tomar © José Manuel Sinagoga de Lisboa © António Sacchetti
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Through the will of their kings and because 
of their Christian faith, the Portuguese 
became great navigators and explorers 
in the 16th century, the period of the 
nation’s epic maritime Discoveries and 
a time when new worlds were revealed 
and new routes were discovered that 
linked the Oceans together. With the great 
wealth that was brought back from these 
voyages, it proved possible to build rich 
monuments that stood as eternal symbols 
for Humanity, such as the Mosteiro dos 
Jerónimos and the Torre de Belém, in 
Lisbon, the Mosteiro da Batalha, the 
Mosteiro de Alcobaça or the Convento 
de Cristo, in Tomar, all of which have been 
classified by UNESCO as World Heritage. 

Mosteiro da Batalha © José Manuel

Mosteiro dos Jerónimos © Paulo Magalhães

Convento de Cristo, Tomar © João Paulo
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With the gold from Brazil, the spices 
from the Orient and the great wealth 
and abundance of the trading posts 
that it created in Africa, Portugal 
was a very prosperous country in 
the 18th century. The proof of this 
wealth is to be found in the fascinating 
Portuguese baroque art, consisting of 
a combination of azulejos (decorative 
tiles), gilded woodcarving and painting, 
besides the complex works made of 
marble. Visit the Convento de Mafra 
and the Basílica da Estrela, in Lisbon, 
the Santuário do Bom Jesus, in Braga, 
and the Santuário dos Remédios, 
in Lamego, or the Convento de São 
Francisco, in Porto.

Museu dos Coches © José Manuel

Igreja da Madre de Deus, Lisboa © João Paulo
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As we pass through the romantic 19th 
century, we cannot avoid mentioning 
the neoclassical Palácio da Bolsa (Stock 
Exchange), in Porto, with its Moorish-
style Arabian Hall, the neo-Manueline 
Palácio do Buçaco and the Serra de 
Sintra. In this Cultural Landscape 
classified by UNESCO as World Heritage, 
you’ll be completely dazzled by the 
Palácio Nacional and the Parque da 
Pena, one of the finest examples of 
European romantic architecture, the 
Palácio de Monserrate or the mystical 
Quinta da Regaleira. Palácio da Pena, Sintra © António Sacchetti

Palácio do Buçaco
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From the 20th century, and closer to 
the present day, you’ll find some quite 
remarkable works in Portugal that are 
considered major references in the 
world of contemporary art. All over 
the country, but above all in the North 
of Portugal and in Lisbon, you’ll find 
works by some of the great names in 
contemporary architecture. Make 
sure to keep your eyes open.

Casa das Mudas 

Vivian Girls as Windmills, Paula Rego © Arquivo Turismo de Portugal

150 million years ago / 25 thousand years ago 

Roman Period

 Middle Ages

Jewish quarters 

Baroque

Prehistory

Arab Influence

Foundation of Portugal

Architecture

Manueline

Romanticism

Contemporary Portugal

In the world of visual arts, the 20th 
century was marked by the genius 
and talent of many Portuguese 
creators whose names have inevitably 
been added to the international 
list of contemporary artists, such 
as Vieira da Silva, Amadeo Souza 
Cardoso, Paula Rego, Graça Morais, 
Júlio Pomar, Cargaleiro, José de 
Guimarães, Pedro Cabrita Reis  
and Julião Sarmento, among others. 
Discover their work at Portuguese 
museums and surrender to the 
charms of contemporary art.
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It was at the Faculty of Architecture 
of the University of Porto that several 
world-famous architects studied, such 
as Álvaro Siza Vieira and Eduardo 
Souto de Moura, both winners of the 
Pritzker Prize, and Fernando Távora. 
In turn, the Lisbon School of Fine 
Art was to produce such prominent 
names as Carrilho da Graça and 
Manuel Salgado. But these are only 
a few of those who are responsible 
for the distinct notes of modernity 
that we can find in the Portuguese 
landscape. 

Museu de Serralves, Porto, arq. Siza Vieira 
© Paulo Magalhães

Casa das Histórias Paula Rego, Cascais, arq. Souto Moura  
© Clara Azevedo

Centro Cultural de Belém, arq. Vittorio Gregotti e arq. Manuel Salgado 
© Rui Cunha
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